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Number Sets 
 
PRACTICE: 
 
Show practice page.  Start with the shield covering the page, move down as you go over instructions.  This 
is a game about how numbers can be taken apart and put together.  We’ll start with a number (point to 4) 
and you will circle any of these sets (point to sets) that make up this number (point to 4). 
 
See here.  The 4 can be made into 2 and 2 or 3 and 1 or 4 and nothing.  (Show 4’s practice items.)  Since 
this (point to 2 and 2) is the same as this, (point to 4 at top), go ahead and circle it.  Now do the same with 
this one (point to 3 and 1), and this one (point to 4 and nothing).   
(If necessary, say:  Be sure to circle the whole set.) 
 
Now we’re going to think about groups of numbers we can put together to make three. 
 
Move shield down to show first row of 3’s practice items.  Point to the first set: Which of these groups of 
things can be put together to make three?  Right! Go ahead and circle it.   
(If child doesn’t understand, explain again:  One thing and two more things is three things.) 
 
For the next three rows, move shield down to show next row (one row at a time).   How about the next row 
– do you see any groups that can be put together to make three? Go ahead and circle them. (repeat twice) 
 
Move shield down to show last row of 3’s practice items. 
See how in this last row there are three things in each group now? (Point to set of three.)  Go ahead and 
circle any groups that can be put together to make three. 
 
Great!  You’ve got it.  Now let’s try some more.   
 
TEST ITEMS: 
 
Start with the shield covering the page, move down as you go over instructions. 
 
These will be a little longer than ones we practiced with, but you’re going to do the same thing; circle any 
groups that can be put together to make the top number, five (point to 5).  
 
Remember to go across the page this way (motion left to right, top row first), without skipping any. If you 
want, you can use this to help you look at one line at a time.  (Move shield to reveal all three lines, then 
cover again). 
 
I’m going to give you a short time to do these. (Show stopwatch) Work 
as fast as you can without making many mistakes, and I’ll tell you 
when to stop.  Ready?  Go! 
 
Turn to next page.  Let’s try another one.  
 
Turn to next page.  Now here’s the same thing with 9. (point to 9) 
 
Turn to next page.  Let’s try another one. 


